Crossing Over

Study Outline

1) Definition:  According to the author of “Crossing Over”, John Edward, Crossing Over is what happens when we die. We cross over to the “other side”.  John Edward believes that we can communicate with those who have crossed over.

2) To where have they crossed over?

3) Believers in this “New Age Movement” follow the principal that there is no heaven or hell, no eternal life as a resurrected person. (Danger)

4) They believe that the departed are spirits that are able to be communicated with.

5) They believe that the departed have crossed over to the other side the spiritual side of life. 

6) Most believe that Jesus is not God, or Savior, but a spiritual model, a great teacher or possibly even a prophet.

7) Why do people want to talk to the dead?

a) To feel comfort in where their dead ones are.

b) To know that after death everything is ok.

c) To ease our fear of death and the after-life.

d) The need for power and control.

8) Why are these beliefs false? Leviticus 19:31; 20:6,27; Deuteronomy 18:11
One cannot believe in communication with the dead and at the same time believe God’s Word: “…it is appointed unto men once to die, and after this the judgment” (Hebrews 9:27).

To understand the reasons why these beliefs are incorrect, we must first establish a foundation for the truth. 

a) Jesus was real and tangible. 

1) He lived – historical proof

2) He died – historical proof

3) He rose – historical proof

b) The bible has been proven to be accurate.

1) Historical data

2) Comparison of documents 100’s of years apart.

3) Jesus fulfilled more prophecy in one day than humanly possible.  (see attached)

4) Writing of Apostles proven to be historically accurate.

c) Who was Jesus? Good and wise man? A prophet, or who he claimed to be – God?

1) If he was a so-called good and wise man, He was crazy.

2) He claimed to be God, equal to God, and to have been around before Abraham. (John 8:58) - Jesus said to them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I am."

d) If He was who He claimed to be then what?

1) We must either accept or reject Him. 

                                    2)    He said – I am the way, the truth and the life. 

                                                   (John 14:6) - Jesus said to him, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life; 

                                                   no one comes to the Father, but by me

2) He said – except a man be ‘born again” he cannot see the 

      Kingdom of God. (John 3:3) - Jesus answered him, "Truly, truly, I say 

       to you, unless one is born anew, he cannot see the kingdom of God." 
e) Jesus quoted the Old Testament regularly.

1) He quoted it because it was the truth. 

2) The Bible teaches that speaking to the dead is sin.

3) If Jesus said it was truth then we must either believe in Him and what He says or not.

f) Scripture references about talking to the dead 




– see attached.

9) Why these warnings?

a) To protect us form the lies of the devil.

b) To keep us from looking to other things than God Himself.(Idolatry)

c) God is a jealous God. Created us for His pleasure. He loves us.



(Exodus 20:5, Exodus 34:14, Deuteronomy 4:24, Deuteronomy 5:9,

 

Deuteronomy 6:15, Joshua 24:19, Nahum 1:2 )

10) What can we do if we practiced these things?

a) Ask God to forgive you – and He will. (1 John 1:9)

b) Acknowledge our sin against a Holy God.  (Romans 3:23, 6:23, 1 John 1:10)

c) Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ. (Act 16:31, John 1:12)

d) Confess with your mouth Jesus is Lord.  (Romans 10:9, Eph. 2:8-9)

11) True Crossing Over is going from death to life. We are all born sinners with a need for a Savior. When we acknowledge our sin and accept the sacrifice (Jesus), are Spirit man is renewed, or re-born.  So we go from having no hope after death to receiving the gift of eternal life. When we as Christians die, we cross over to be with our loving  Father for eternity. 
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