Halloween

FACT: It's Old
More than two thousand years ago, a people called the Celts (Kelts) lived in what are now Ireland, Great Britain, and France. Among the Celtic people was an elite intellectual class known as the Druids, who served as religious priests, judges, lawmakers, and scientists. They had an elaborate pagan religious festival, along with certain rituals. Chief among these was the Fire Festival called Samhain (pronounced sow-en), observed at harvest time to mark the Celtic New Year. 

The Celts believed that on this night the barrier between the natural world and the supernatural was removed, and the spirits of the dead were able to move freely among human beings. Samhain was the most solemn and important night in the Celtic year.


FACT: Christians had a Part
After the Roman Catholic Church brought Christianity to the Celtic peoples in the seventh century, some of their traditional folk customs were Christianized. In 835 A.D. Pope Gregory IV moved the church's "Feast of All Saints" from the spring to November 1st to replace the observance of Samhain. All Saint's Day, still observed today by many Christians, honored believers who had died. The night before, which featured a sacred vigil in church, became known as "All Hallow's Eve," or Halloween. But the old practices of the Druids died hard and were denounced by the church as witchcraft. This is how Halloween became known as a witch's holiday.


FACT: Today's Customs are Different
Dressing in costumes and going door-to-door comes from a much later tradition in the British Isles, a practice not restricted to Halloween. Masked players would go from house-to-house, putting on a simple drama or musical performance in return for food and drink. Often these performances had Christian themes. 

The "trick-or-treat" custom we know today is thoroughly American in origin. In the nineteenth century, when Irish and Scotch immigrants brought their Halloween traditions to North America, the night became an occasion for pranks and mischief. Vandals would go through the night, soaping windows, overturning outhouses, and pulling gates from their hinges. These pranks were playfully said to be the work of witches and ghosts, but by the 1920s the joke wasn't funny anymore. The damage to neighborhoods was mounting.

To counteract Halloween vandalism, community clubs like the Boy Scouts began to organize alternatives that are safe and fun. Children were encouraged to go door-to-door and receive treats from homeowners and merchants, keeping the troublemakers away. By the 1930s, the practice was popular nationwide, and young voices crying, "Trick or treat!" were echoing through neighborhood streets.

In this way, a combination of pagan, Christian, and civic elements formed the Halloween celebration we know today. In recent decades, however, a renewed interest in the old pagan beliefs has blossomed in North America. Popular entertainment, including television shows like "Buffy: The Vampire Slayer," and even "Sabrina, the Teenage Witch," make occult themes and witchcraft seem fun and acceptable. The result is that Halloween today has become strongly associated with the occult and a preoccupation with the dead—two influences that Scripture and the church have always warned against.


FACT: Evil is Real
You see, Satan is not a joke. He's real. Though the Bible clearly states that God is the world's highest authority, He gave Satan a certain amount of power. With God's permission, the evil in this world is under Satan's control.1 This is why the apostle Paul said, "For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms."2
Satan was the first one in history to openly defy God. He also started a way of life that was self-centered and rejected God's authority. That marked the birth of sin, which is nothing more than rebellion against God. Today sin affects the entire human race. We are all guilty, and therefore all deserve sin's penalty. "For the wages of sin is death...."3


FACT: God Loves You
But God loves you so much that He sent His Son, Jesus, to pay the ultimate penalty for your sins. "For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son [to die], that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life."4

Satan was defeated when Jesus Christ came back to life after first suffering and dying as our substitute.5 Satan is doomed. But you can escape the punishment for your sins. You can receive God's forgiveness and love by placing your trust in the fact that Christ died and rose again for you.

Once you know the FACTS, you can act on them by praying:
Loving God, I am guilty of rejecting You and living my life without You. I understand that is sin. I believe Jesus bought my forgiveness when He suffered and died on the cross in my place. And I believe He offers me new life because He rose again on my behalf. I accept Him now as my Savior. Amen.

I’m excited to present the claims of Jesus Christ anytime, but especially at Halloween. What other night of the year do we have personal contact with so many kids, and right on our doorsteps?


Some Christians think we should lock our doors, turn out the lights and hide on that questionable night. But I disagree. I believe Jesus wants us to reach kids on Halloween.


Jesus prioritizes children. In fact, Jesus gets angry when people come between Him and children. In Mark 10:13-14, Jesus scolded His disciples for preventing children from coming to Him. “People were bringing little children to Jesus to have him touch them, but the disciples rebuked them. When Jesus saw this, he was indignant. He said to them, 

‘Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these.’



He defends them....

“But if anyone causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better for him to have a large millstone hung around his neck and to be drowned in the depths of the sea.” Matthew 18:6


He demands we respect them....

“See that you do not look down on one of these little ones. For I tell you that their angels in heaven always see the face of my Father in heaven.” Matthew 18:10


He longs to save them....

“In the same way your Father in heaven is not willing that any of these little ones should be lost.” Matthew 18:14

Jesus also says we are to ACT like little children in our faith.

“I tell you the truth, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it.”Mark 10:15

Jesus prioritizes neighbors and community Loving our neighbors is second in importance ONLY to loving God. In Matthew 22:37-39, Jesus said:

“‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’”

When Jesus commissioned His disciples, He told them in Acts 1:8:

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 

Jesus was addressing His comments to residents of Jerusalem. The application for us is:

You will serve the Lord first at home, and to the rest of your neighborhood, and then all around the countryside and finally to all the rest of the world. 

This means not being afraid to share with your neighbors about Christ.


Jesus works in spite of Satan and his attempts to squelch God’s ministry In Matthew 16:21-23 we read of Satan’s effort (working through the Apostle Peter) to stop Jesus from reaching the cross...

“From that time on Jesus began to explain to his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things at the hands of the elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and on the third day be raised to life. Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. ‘Never, Lord!’ he said. ‘This shall never happen to you!’ Jesus turned and said to Peter, ‘Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; you do not have in mind the things of God, but the things of men.’”

Speaking about the things of God, it is plain that evangelism is high on that list. The verse we’re the most familiar with, John 3:16, says:

“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.” God gave His most precious resource, His Son’s own life, that we might evangelize the world.
That’s why I believe Jesus loves to share the gospel with children on Halloween.

When else in the whole year do we have young people trooping to our front door with open arms—receiving whatever we’d like to give them?

So go out and buy the very best candy you can afford—and stock up on gospel tracts as well. Perhaps you’ll package them up in little packets that you give each child. As you do this, pray that God will reach them with the truth and love of His Son, Jesus Christ.

It’s all about the human heart’s openness and need for the gospel of Jesus Christ. In closing, let me emphasize this great opportunity before us. Encourage your church, encourage your friends, pray, prepare and plan ahead that you might make this Halloween the best ever by proclaiming Christ to all those who come to your front door.


