Hebrews 12
Hebrews 12:1  ¶Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us,

So great a cloud of witnesses. The vast cloud of witnesses named in the chapter 11, who testify by their lives to the power of faith.

    Let us lay aside every weight. Every hindrance. The figure used is that of the Greek foot races in the games then practiced in every province of the Roman Empire, including Palestine.  Before running the runner laid off every weight.

    And the sin which doth so easily beset us. Our besetting sin, whatever it may be.  In the case of these Hebrew Christians the context shows that the besetting sin was unbelief.

    Let us run with patience the race that is set before us. Run the Christian race with steadfast perseverance.

2  Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.

Looking unto Jesus. In running, Jesus should be constantly regarded as the example.

    Finisher of our faith. Not our faith, but the faith in the Greek.  The Gospel, which rests upon faith, is meant rather than the individual faith of the saint.  Jesus is its author and perfected it.  He is the exemplar of all who live by faith.  Hence, we should look to him.

    For the joy that was set before him. The joy of saving men and of sitting at God's right hand.

    Endured the cross. Not only its pain, but its shame.  It was in that age the most ignominious of deaths.

    Set down at the right hand, etc.  In the place of heavenly honor.

3  For consider him that endured such contradiction of sinners against himself, lest ye be wearied and faint in your minds.

  Consider him. When you become faint and discouraged by persecution, consider what Christ suffered from sinners.
4  ¶Ye have not yet resisted unto blood, striving against sin.

Ye have not yet resisted unto blood. Have not been persecuted unto death.

5  And ye have forgotten the exhortation which speaketh unto you as unto children, My son, despise not thou the chastening of the Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked of him:

Ye have forgotten the exhortation, etc.  Surely they must have forgotten, or they would bear their tribulations more cheerfully.

    My son, despise not, etc.  This is quoted from Job 5:17-18.  See also 2 Sam. 6:7-10.  The thought is, Do not murmur at God's reproofs and chastenings.

6  For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth.

Whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth. The chastening hand does not show the anger of God but his love.  Every child is chastened and reproved for its good.

7  If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with you as with sons; for what son is he whom the father chasteneth not?

If ye endure chastening. If you are called on to suffer, it shows that God is treating you as his children.

8  But if ye be without chastisement, whereof all are partakers, then are ye bastards, and not sons.

If ye be without chastisement. Instead of that being a fact for congratulation it only shows that God does not regard you as children.  You may call yourselves God's children, but you are not true sons.

9  Furthermore we have had fathers of our flesh which corrected us, and we gave them reverence: shall we not much rather be in subjection unto the Father of spirits, and live?

We have had fathers ... which corrected us. Every judicious father corrects his children in some way.  Shall we not then submit cheerfully to the heavenly Father's correction?

    Father of spirits. Our earthly parents are the parents of our bodies; God is the creator of all spirits, and the author of our spiritual life.  When we are born of the Spirit our new life is due to God and we are begotten as his children.

10  For they verily for a few days chastened us after their own pleasure; but he for our profit, that we might be partakers of his holiness.

They chastened us. For a little while earthly parents corrected as it pleased them, but God ever watches us that we may be made holy.

11  Now no chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous, but grievous: nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which are exercised thereby.

Now no chastening, etc.  It is never pleasant to endure the chastening, but it afterwards benefits by the holier life it insures.  In sorrow we naturally cling closer to God.

12  Wherefore lift up the hands which hang down, and the feeble knees;

  Lift up the hands. See Job 4:3.  (See also Isa. 35:3; Ezek. 7:17.)  The thought is, shake off all weariness, all lameness, and push right on.

13  And make straight paths for your feet, lest that which is lame be turned out of the way; but let it rather be healed.

14  Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord:

Follow peace with all. Live peaceful lives.

    And holiness. Pure and sinless lives.

    Without which no man, etc.  Without a holy life no one shall be in fellowship with God.

    To see the Lord is to realize his presence with us. See Matt. 5:8.

15  Looking diligently lest any man fail of the grace of God; lest any root of bitterness springing up trouble you, and thereby many be defiled;

Looking diligently. Being careful that no one lags behind and falls by the way so as not to reach the final reward.

    Lest any root of bitterness. Any bitter opposition, or element of disturbance causing members to sin.

16  Lest there be any fornicator, or profane person, as Esau, who for one morsel of meat sold his birthright.

  Lest there be any fornicator. Of course such a sinner would not live the life of holiness enjoined.

    Or profane person. A worldly person who profanes holy privileges by placing on them a worldly estimate.

    Like Esau. See Gen. 25:27-30.  He illustrates what is meant by a profane person.  For a savory meal he bartered away a birthright bestowed by God.  So any professing Christian who would sell his heavenly birthright for worldly advantages would be a profane person.

17  For ye know how that afterward, when he would have inherited the blessing, he was rejected: for he found no place of repentance, though he sought it carefully with tears.

  When he would have inherited the blessing. See Gen. 27:31-34.  The spiritual blessing that belonged to the birthright was denied to Esau though he wept over the disappointment.

    No place of repentance. No way to correct the mistake and to secure the blessing.  It was too late for this, since he had forfeited his birthright.  The apostle holds up his case as a warning example.

18  ¶For ye are not come unto the mount that might be touched, and that burned with fire, nor unto blackness, and darkness, and tempest,

For ye are not come unto the mount, etc.  Ye should be diligent "for," etc.  Mount Sinai and the inauguration of the law are described.  It was a mountain that could be

    touched, a mountain of earth.  It burned on that occasion with fire.  See Exo. 19:12-19.

19  And the sound of a trumpet, and the voice of words; which voice they that heard intreated that the word should not be spoken to them any more:

And the sound of a trumpet (Exo. 19:16).  The trumpet blast preceded the giving of the law.

    The voice of words. The voice of God proclaiming the Ten Commandments.

    They ... entreated. Filled with terror at the awful manifestation they entreated that God speak no more directly to them. (Exo. 20:19.)

20  (For they could not endure that which was commanded, And if so much as a beast touch the mountain, it shall be stoned, or thrust through with a dart:

For they could not endure that which was commanded. The command and penalty of Exo. 19:12, added to their terror.

21  And so terrible was the sight, that Moses said, I exceedingly fear and quake:)

Moses said. Even Moses was filled with fearful awe (Exo. 19:19).

22  But ye are come unto mount Sion, and unto the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company of angels,

Ye are come unto Mount Zion. The law was given at Sinai; the Gospel was to go forth from Mount Zion; that is, from Jerusalem. See Ps. 2:6; Joel 2:32; Rev. 21:2.  It is used as a type or symbol of the kingdom of heaven.

    The heavenly Jerusalem. This heavenly city is where our Lord dwells and is our eternal home.  In coming to Christ we have come into the covenant which gives us the right to a place in that city.

    An innumerable company of angels. The angels of heaven.

23  To the general assembly and church of the firstborn, which are written in heaven, and to God the Judge of all, and to the spirits of just men made perfect,

General assembly and church, etc.  The universal church of Christ.  The first born son in Israel inherited the birthright (Gen. 25:31; 1 Chr. 5:1), but all the saints have the birthright and hence, are called the first born.  They are all enrolled, not on earthly registers, but their names are written in heaven.

    To God the Judge of all, who will inflict judgment in behalf of the persecuted church.

    The spirits of just men made perfect. To the fellowship of all the sainted dead now perfected above.

24  And to Jesus the mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling, that speaketh better things than that of Abel.

To Jesus. To fellowship with Jesus, the Mediator of the New Covenant as Moses was of the Old.

    To the blood of sprinkling. To Christ's atoning blood by which our hearts are "sprinkled from an evil conscience" (Heb. 10:22).

    That speaketh better things than that of Abel. Abel's blood cried for vengeance; Christ's pleads for mercy.

25  See that ye refuse not him that speaketh. For if they escaped not who refused him that spake on earth, much more shall not we escape, if we turn away from him that speaketh from heaven:

See that ye refuse not. The whole Old Testament shows that those who refused to listen to God's message delivered by men did not escape.  How can those escape then who refuse to listen to God's own Son?

26  Whose voice then shook the earth: but now he hath promised, saying, Yet once more I shake not the earth only, but also heaven.

Whose voice then shook the earth. At Sinai (Exo. 19:18).

    But now he hath promised. See Hag. 2:6, which declares the removal of the heavens and earth at Christ's coming.

27  And this word, Yet once more, signifieth the removing of those things that are shaken, as of things that are made, that those things which cannot be shaken may remain.

And this word, Yet once more. This means, says the apostle, that there is only one more shaking after the time of Haggai.  It is not a material, but moral and spiritual event.  It began when Christ came and will continue until all that is temporal or erroneous be removed and only the eternal remains.  Among the things removed is the covenant of Sinai.

28  Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which cannot be moved, let us have grace, whereby we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear:

Wherefore we, etc.  We Christians have received a kingdom which cannot be shaken and which is eternal.  Hence, should serve God with

 reverence and godly fear since we are called to so high an estate.

29  For our God is a consuming fire.

For our God is a consuming fire. Because, while God is very merciful and loving, he will not overlook willful disobedience, but will destroy those who despise his commandments.
Hebrews 13

1 ¶Let brotherly love continue.

Let brotherly love continue. The love which binds brethren in the church together.

2  Be not forgetful to entertain strangers: for thereby some have entertained angels unawares.

  Be not forgetful to entertain strangers. Hospitality is a duty often emphasized in the New Testament.  Here it assumes the form of receiving stranger saints.  Often they were driven from their homes by persecution, and the church elsewhere was accustomed to open its homes to them.

    Some have entertained angels unawares. See Gen. 18:1-3.  Also Matt. 25:35.

3  Remember them that are in bonds, as bound with them; and them which suffer adversity, as being yourselves also in the body.

Remember them that are in bonds. Another manifestation of brotherly love.  The prisoners referred to are those imprisoned for Christ's sake.  The Christian must enter into full sympathy with all his suffering brethren.

4  Marriage is honourable in all, and the bed undefiled: but whoremongers and adulterers God will judge.

Marriage is honorable. Let it be held in honor

5  Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be content with such things as ye have: for he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.

Let your conversation. Your life.

    Without covetousness. Without manifesting a stingy or grasping spirit.

    For he hath said (Josh. 1:5).  With such an assurance we may well be content with what we have.

6  So that we may boldly say, The Lord is my helper, and I will not fear what man shall do unto me.

So that we may boldly say. The words which follow are quoted from Ps. 118:6.

7  Remember them which have the rule over you, who have spoken unto you the word of God: whose faith follow, considering the end of their conversation.

Remember them that had the rule over you. As the past tense is used, the rulers named, it is thought, were dead.  At the date of this epistle, James the brother of John, and James the brother of our Lord," both so closely connected with the Jerusalem church, had suffered martyrdom.  The last named, whose martyrdom is recorded by Josephus, was put to death in A.D. 63.

    Whose faith follow. Imitate it.

8  Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever.

Jesus Christ the same yesterday, etc.  He is named as the end or object of the lives of the rulers just referred to.  With them the unchangeable Christ was the all in all.  Since he remains the same, he is as able to help you as he was to help them

9  Be not carried about with divers and strange doctrines. For it is a good thing that the heart be established with grace; not with meats, which have not profited them that have been occupied therein.

Be not carried about, etc.  Suffer no false teachers to delude you.

    It is a good thing, etc.  Though more than thirty years had passed since the church was founded the temple service still continued, though the apostle has shown that it was done away in Christ. No doubt some of the Hebrew Christians had continued to observe its ceremonials.  There were even teachers who taught "divers strange doctrines" concerning the need of keeping the law.  The apostle, however, enjoins that

    the heart be established with grace, instead of resorting to sacrificial meats which had proved profitless to make the conscience perfect.

10  We have an altar, whereof they have no right to eat which serve the tabernacle.

We have an altar. We have no need of the temple altar for we have an altar, that on which Christ offered himself, to which those who cling to the tabernacle service have no right.  Christ's altar implies the abolition of the tabernacle and the old covenant.  Those who cling to these show their lack of faith in Christ.

11  For the bodies of those beasts, whose blood is brought into the sanctuary by the high priest for sin, are burned without the camp.

   The bodies of those beasts. The sacrifices slain for a sin offering on the day of atonement.  This blood was carried by the high priest before the mercy seat, but the bodies were burned without the camp (Lev. 16:27), thus representing the penalty of sin.  They were held to be accursed.

12  Wherefore Jesus also, that he might sanctify the people with his own blood, suffered without the gate.

Wherefore Jesus also. In order to cleanse his people by becoming the complete atonement he was willing, as an accursed thing, a sin offering, to be led

    without the gate and to suffer there.

13  Let us go forth therefore unto him without the camp, bearing his reproach.

Let us go forth therefore unto him. Go forth from the unbelieving and rebellious camp which sent him forth to die.  Let us follow him.

    Bearing his reproach. The reproach of the cross of Christ.

14 For here have we no continuing city, but we seek one to come.

For here have we no continuing city. The temple itself, and Jerusalem the city of their race, were about to be destroyed. They were all pilgrims seeking a city as their fathers did (Heb. 11:13-16). They should then go forth like their fathers

15  By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, the fruit of our lips giving thanks to his name.

Let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually. We need no bloody victims, but let us bring the sacrifice of praise continually for our great salvation.
16  But to do good and to communicate forget not: for with such sacrifices God is well pleased.

But. Thanksgiving is not all:  there must be good deeds.

    And to communicate. Give of our goods.

    Such sacrifices. These givings for God's purposes are sacrifices that please him.

17  Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit yourselves: for they watch for your souls, as they that must give account, that they may do it with joy, and not with grief: for that is unprofitable for you.

Obey them that have the rule over you. Your elders or bishops.

    They watch for your souls. Give them deference on this account, and because they must give account to the Master of those committed to their trust.

18  ¶Pray for us: for we trust we have a good conscience, in all things willing to live honestly.

Pray for us. Paul often makes this request.  (See 1 Thess. 5:25.)  He refers to his uprightness of life perhaps because he had been arrested as an evil doer in Jerusalem (Acts 21:33; 24:5).

19  But I beseech you the rather to do this, that I may be restored to you the sooner.

I beseech you the rather for your prayers that I may be the sooner released and returned to you.  Paul had been torn away from Jerusalem, and finally sent to Rome as a prisoner.  The language here implies the imprisonment of the writer.

20  Now the God of peace, that brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant,

The God of peace, who gives us peace.

    That great Shepherd. Christ, "the Good Shepherd" (John 10:11,14).

    Through the blood of the everlasting covenant. The blood of Christ on the cross sealed the everlasting covenant of the Gospel of which the resurrection of Christ from the dead was the surety.

21  Make you perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you that which is wellpleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ; to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.

Make you perfect in every good work. By supplying what is defective.

    Working in you. See Phil. 2:13.  God works in us by his Spirit.

22  And I beseech you, brethren, suffer the word of exhortation: for I have written a letter unto you in few words.

Suffer the word of exhortation. Though the epistle in part is argumentative, even the argument is used to point the exhortation.

    Written ... in a few words. Few with what might be said on such great themes.

23  Know ye that our brother Timothy is set at liberty; with whom, if he come shortly, I will see you.

Our brother Timothy is set at liberty. How intimately Timothy was associated with Paul all his epistles show.  Timothy too joined him at Rome during his imprisonment.  (See Phil. 1:1; Col. 1:1 Philem. 1:1.)  This language implies that Timothy had been arrested and afterwards set free.  Of this imprisonment, or just where it occurred, there is no other history.

24  Salute all them that have the rule over you, and all the saints. They of Italy salute you.

Salute all them, etc.  Salute for me the elders and saints, at Jerusalem and in Judea.

    They of Italy salute you. The epistle was, therefore, written from Italy, which harmonizes with Paul's long imprisonment there.

25  Grace be with you all. Amen

