Once for All Time

We look at Six Scriptures that employ two Greek words that mean “once for all.” These words are used in twelve different verses in Hebrews but we shall only discuss six of them. The six we discuss below all pertain to three things: the “once for all” aspect of Jesus’ offering and sacrifice; the “once for all” aspect of His blood; and the “once for all” aspect of His Great High Priesthood in heaven.
The first Greek word translated by “once for all” is hapax. Vine said this word can describe something that never has to be repeated. He also said that this word can describe something of perpetual, permanent, everlasting and eternal validity. Put differently, this word can describe something that is valid forever, something that will never have to be repeated. The second Greek word translated by “once for all” is ephapax. Actually, this is the same word as above, but the Greek preposition epi is added to the beginning of it. This addition of epi simply strengthens and intensifies hapax, the original word,. Put differently, since hapax meant everlastingly, perpetually valid, ephapax means ultimately, intensively, mightily, everlastingly valid.
These two words, hapax and ephapax, are powerhouses when we see them used in our Six

Scriptures concerning Jesus offering, sacrifice, blood and priesthood. All the following Versions of these Six Scriptures translate these two words by “once for all.” Here is a list of these Translations and their abbreviations. In the discussions that follow, we show you the abbreviations for these Versions that translated these two words by “once for all.”

List of Versions and their Abbreviations that translated the two Greek words

above by “once for all”

1. ABUV The New Testament of Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, American Bible

Union Version (John A Broadus et al)

2. Ber The Berkley Version of the New Testament (Gerrit Verkuyl)

3. Con The Epistles of Paul (W. J. Conybeare)

4. Gspd The New Testament: An American Translation (Edgar J. Goodspeed

5. Mof The New Testament: A New Translation (James Moffat)

6. Mon The Centenary Translation: The New Testament in Modern English

(Helen Barrett Montgomery)

7. Rhm The Emphasized New Testament: A New Translation (J. B. Rotherham)

8. TCNT The Twentieth Century New Testament

9. Wms The New Testament: A Translation in the Language of the People

(Charles B. Williams)
These Six Scriptures will change the way many of you think about many things. We discuss them in the order they occur in the Book of Hebrews.
Before we discuss the Six Scriptures, however, we must learn some things about Jesus’ Great High Priesthood that distinguish it from all other priesthoods that ever existed. In the Book of Hebrews, the Author demonstrates the superiority of Jesus’ Great High Priesthood over the earthly, Hebrew high priesthood. Two great, superior differences between them follows:
(1) Jesus was made a high priest by an oath from God (2) God patterned Jesus’ Great High Priesthood after the order of Melchizedek. The earthly, Mosaic high priest had neither. Ps 110:4 4 The LORD hath sworn, and will not repent, Thou art a priest for ever after the order of Melchizedek. (KJV)
Our Author quotes or alludes to Ps. 110:4 in Heb. 5:5-6 and 10; Heb. 6:20; Heb.7:11-17 and 7:20-22. Dear Reader, you must read these quotes and allusions.
In these quotes and referrals to Ps. 110:4 above, the Author emphasized two things: he

emphasized that God’s oath is what authorized Jesus’ priesthood; he emphasized the

“Melchizedek aspect” of Jesus’ priesthood. This “Melchizedek aspect” is the basis of several of his statements about Jesus and His priesthood. Since Melchizedek “abideth a priest continually” (Heb. 7:3) because he had no “end of life,” Jesus must have the same, since the oath made Him a priest after the order of Melchizedek. He, too, must have life that does not end so he can abide continually as the Great High Priest in heaven.
Now we can clearly see the two sharp contrasts between the two priesthoods. Jesus’ priesthood was established and authorized by a separate oath of God. The earthly, Mosaic priesthood was not. Second, the Mosaic priests died and had to be replaced. Jesus did not! Since He will never die, he will never need to be replaced. They died. Jesus will not. They were changed because of death. Since Jesus will never die again, his Great High Priesthood will never be changed or taken from him. He has an unchangeable priesthood. Since he will live evermore, he continuously makes intercession for the Hebrew

people. Consequently, He can “save them to the uttermost that come unto God by him” (Heb. 7:23-25).
“Uttermost” in Heb. 7: 25 translates panteles. This word means “complete,” “perfect,” “fullended,” “entire” and “completion.” Hence, the translation “uttermost.” Because of God’s oath and Jesus’ Melchizedek kind of endless life, those who come to God by

Him encounter a powerful salvation that the Mosaic priests could never deliver; Jesus could save them “to completion.” He could save them “to perfection.” He could save them “full-ended.” He can save them “entirely.” He could save them “to the uttermost.” No Mosaic priest could do this! 

In addition to having a priesthood that was superior to the Mosaic priests, Jesus had two other superior things: (1) He had a superior sacrifice (offering). His sacrifice (offering) was Himself; (2) He offered superior blood. Remember, the blood He offered was not just His own blood. The blood that flowed in His veins was the blood of God himself. No wonder the blood He offered was superior to anything available to the Mosaic priests. Jesus offered God’s blood. The Mosaic priests only offered the blood of bulls, goats, cows, and sheep. 

All Six “Once for all” Scriptures we examine below pertain to the Great High Priesthood, the offering, the sacrifice, and the blood of Jesus. All Six Scriptures show the superiority of these things over the same things in the Mosaic system.
“Once for all” Scripture #1

Heb 7:27

27 Who needeth not daily, as those high priests, to offer up sacrifice, first for his own

sins, and then for the people's: for this he did once (for all), when he offered up

himself.)
“Once” is the translation of ephapax. Rhm, Mof, Mon, Wms and Vine all translate ephapax by “once for all” in this verse. The Mosaic priests had to sacrifice many, many times for the different sins of the people. The necessity for repeating the sacrifices was simple. Their sacrifices lacked staying power. The offering of bulls, goats, cows, and sheep would work for them on a temporary basis only. By their many sacrifices, the Hebrews could maintain what they had by birth. By sacrificing and sacrificing and sacrificing, they could keep what they were born with in Abraham’s covenant.

Now, God no longer accepts the blood of animals. He only accepts the blood of the Son of God. The beautiful thing about His new sacrificial offering is this; it does not have to be repeated. It packs such a wallop that it has perpetual validity. It only had to be done “once for all” since it handles all sins, past, present, and future. “Once for all!”
“Once for all” Scripture #2

Heb 9:12

12 Neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by his own blood he entered in once

(for all) into the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption for us. (KJV)

 “Once“ translates ephapax, the stronger of the two words. Abuv, Con and Vine all translate this word as “once for all.”
In the Mosaic system, the earthly high priest must enter the Holy Place once a year, because the blood and sacrifices he offered lacked staying power. They had to be offered up again each year on the National Day of Atonement. This annual offering took care of the sins of the entire Hebrew nation for one year. The redemption it secured was annual, temporary.
Jesus’ blood, however, enabled Him to enter the Holy of Holies in heaven itself just once. That was all it took. He entered it “once for all” because the blood he sprinkled there was eternal blood. It will never lose its power. After all, it was and is the blood of God. Unlike the temporary, Old Testament redemption, it secured an eternal redemption. “Once for all!”
“Once for all” Scripture #3

Heb 9:26

26 For then must he often have suffered since the foundation of the world: but now

once (for all) in the end of the world hath he appeared to put away sin by the

sacrifice of himself. (KJV
 “Once” translates hapax in verse 26. Rhm, TCNT, Gspd and Vine all translate it “once for all.” In the Old Testament, the high priest had to make many offerings. Jesus didn’t, because his sacrifice had staying power. It only had to be done once. If this were not the case, He would have to die over and over and over again each time a Hebrew sinned. He would have to die for each individual sin committed by each individual Hebrew!

Having to die for each individual sin would have forced Him to suffer since the foundation of the world. He would still be suffering even now because if His sacrifice was not “once for all time,” He would still have to die for each individual sin committed by each individual Christian, whether Jew or Gentile. But this is not the case. Our Author is emphatic. He said that Jesus sacrifice was a “once for all” thing. It has perpetual validity. 
It never has to be repeated. His offering “put away sin” by the “once for all” sacrifice of himself! Praise God! “Put away” translates atithemi that combines two Greek words: it combines the Greek negative, a, which means “no” or “not,” with tithemi, which means “to place, to put, to position.” The resultant meaning, then, is “to displace, to unplace, to set aside, to annul, to negate, negative setting, to unset, to deprive of position and to get rid of.” Therefore, Jesus’ once for all sacrifice, displaced, unplaced, set aside, annulled, negated, unset, deprived sin of its place, and got rid of it! Prior to Jesus “once for all sacrifice,” sin reigned supreme. Not any more! It has been absolutely set aside by the “once for all” sacrifice of Jesus. His death does not have to be repeated every time an individual Christian commits an individual sin. His offering packs perpetual validity! “Once for all!”
“Once for all” Scripture #4

Heb 9:28

28 So Christ was once (for all) offered to bear the sins of many; and unto them that

look for him shall he appear the second time without sin unto salvation. (KJV)

 “Once” translates hapax in verse 28 above. Rhm, TCNT and Vine all translate it “once for all.” Again, Jesus was offered “once for all.” Remember that the Old Testament high priests had to offer over and over and over again. Not Jesus! His offering of himself had staying power. It had eternal, perpetual validity. It will never have to be repeated. He was offered “once for all” to bear their sins. Now the Hebrews can maintain their healing, prosperity, family well being and salvation by accepting Jesus as God’s final sacrifice for their sins.
“Once for all” Scripture #5

Heb 10:2

2 For then would they not have ceased to be offered? because that the worshippers

once (for all) purged should have had no more conscience of sins. (KJV)

“Once” translates hapax in verse 2 above. Vine defines hapax here as “once for all.”

In this simple verse, we see another glaring difference between Jesus’ offering of Himself and the Old Testament priests’ offering of bulls, goats, cows, and sheep. Animal blood could not and did not thoroughly cleanse away sins and they knew it. If animal blood had cleansed their sins properly, then their conscience would have been clear. It was not. Their conscience still bothered them, because they knew animal blood could never completely do the job. Jesus’ blood, however, purged their sins “once for all.” Since his offering was “once for all,” our consciences as Christians are clear. We have no more conscience of sin. More of us need to study this subject more thoroughly. Once we see the perpetual validity of Jesus sacrifice, we will have no more conscience of sin. Sure, both past and present sins will bother us from time to time, but we will know that we have a sacrifice that cleanses them “once for all.” Therefore, we can shove those past and present sins under the blood of the Son of God and forget them. “Once and for all!” Praise God!
“Once for all” Scripture #6

Heb 10:10

10 By the which will we are sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus

Christ once for all. (KJV)

“Once” translates ephapax, the stronger of the two words. The King James Version plus Rhm, Ber, RTCNT and Vine all translate it by “once for all.”

Again, Jesus body was offered once for all. His offering had staying power. It had perpetual validity. It will never need repeating.

Look what this “once for all” offering of Jesus’ body accomplished for these Hebrews. They were eternally “sanctified” because of it. “Sanctified” translates hagiadzo, the regular Greek word for “holy” and “sanctify.” Hagiadzo means “to set apart for God.” Furthermore, in this verse, hagiadzo is in the Greek perfect tense. The Greek perfect denotes not only an action that occurred in the past but also that the results of that past action are still standing. 

In other words, in the past, Jesus sacrifice of himself “set the Hebrews apart for God.” The

results of Jesus’ past action are still standing. The Hebrews are still set apart for God. They must, however, appropriate it by faith for it to be valid for them individually and personally. 

In addition, either the Holy Spirit or God himself wrote all the Old Testament Scriptures

according to the Author of Hebrews. Here are all the Scriptures we interpreted in their proper category.

All the Major Warnings in Hebrews

Major Warning #1

Heb 2:1

1 Therefore we ought to give the more earnest heed to the things which we have heard,

lest at any time we should let them slip. (KJV)

Major Warning #2

Heb 2:2-4

2 For if the word spoken by angels was stedfast, and every transgression and disobedience

received a just recompence of reward;

3 How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation; which at the first began to be

spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them that heard him;

4 God also bearing them witness, both with signs and wonders, and with divers

miracles, and gifts of the Holy Ghost, according to his own will? (KJV)

Major Warning #3

Heb 3:7-11

7 Wherefore (as the Holy Ghost saith, To day if ye will hear his voice,

8 Harden not your hearts, as in the provocation, in the day of temptation in the wilderness:

9 When your fathers tempted me, proved me, and saw my works forty years.

10 Wherefore I was grieved with that generation, and said, They do alway err in their heart; and they have not known my ways.

11 So I sware in my wrath, They shall not enter into my rest.) (KJV)

Major Warning #4

Heb 6:4-6

4 For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and have tasted of the heavenly gift, and were made partakers of the Holy Ghost,

5 And have tasted the good word of God, and the powers of the world to come,

6 If they shall fall away, to renew them again unto repentance; seeing they crucify to

themselves the Son of God afresh, and put him to an open shame. (KJV)

Major Warning #5

Heb 10:26-31
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26 For if we sin wilfully after that we have received the knowledge of the truth, there

remaineth no more sacrifice for sins,

27 But a certain fearful looking for of judgment and fiery indignation, which shall devour

the adversaries.

28 He that despised Moses' law died without mercy under two or three witnesses:

29 Of how much sorer punishment, suppose ye, shall he be thought worthy, who hath

trodden under foot the Son of God, and hath counted the blood of the covenant, wherewith he was sanctified, an unholy thing, and hath done despite unto the Spirit of grace?

30 For we know him that hath said, Vengeance belongeth unto me, I will recompense, saith the Lord. And again, The Lord shall judge his people.

31 It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God. (KJV)

Major Warning #6

Heb 10:38-39

38 Now the just shall live by faith: but if any man draw back, my soul shall have no pleasure in him.

39 But we are not of them who draw back unto perdition; but of them that believe to the

saving of the soul. (KJV)
Major Warning #7

Heb 12:25

25 See that ye refuse not him that speaketh. For if they escaped not who refused him that

spake on earth, much more shall not we escape, if we turn away from him that

speaketh from heaven: (KJV)
All the “Lest” Warnings in Hebrews

Heb 2:1

1 Therefore we ought to give the more earnest heed to the things which we have heard, lest

at any time we should let them slip. (KJV)

Heb 3:12

12 Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief, in departing

from the living God. (KJV)

Heb 3:13

13 But exhort one another daily, while it is called To day; lest any of you be hardened

through the deceitfulness of sin. (KJV)

Heb 4:1

1 Let us therefore fear, lest, a promise being left us of entering into his rest, any of you

should seem to come short of it. (KJV)

Heb 4:11

11 Let us labour therefore to enter into that rest, lest any man fall after the same example of unbelief. (KJV)

Heb 11:28

28 Through faith he kept the passover, and the sprinkling of blood, lest he that destroyed the firstborn should touch them. (KJV)

Heb 12:3

3 For consider him that endured such contradiction of sinners against himself, lest ye be

wearied and faint in your minds. (KJV)

Heb 12:13

13 And make straight paths for your feet, lest that which is lame be turned out of the way;

but let it rather be healed. (KJV)

Heb 12:15

15 Looking diligently lest any man fail of the grace of God; lest any root of bitterness

springing up trouble you, and thereby many be defiled; (KJV)

Heb 12:16

16 Lest there be any fornicator, or profane person, as Esau, who for one morsel of meat sold his birthright. (KJV)
All the “Let Us” Exhortations in Hebrews

Heb 4:1

1 Let us therefore fear, lest, a promise being left us of entering into his rest, any of you

should seem to come short of it. (KJV)

Heb 4:11

11 Let us labour therefore to enter into that rest, lest any man fall after the same example of unbelief. (KJV)

Heb 4:14

14 Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our profession. (KJV)

Heb 4:16

16 Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need. (KJV)

Heb 6:1

1 Therefore leaving the principles of the doctrine of Christ, let us go on unto perfection; not laying again the foundation of repentance from dead works, and of faith toward God, 
Heb 10:22

22 Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled

from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water. (KJV)

Heb 10:23

23 Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering; (for he is faithful that

promised;) (KJV)

Heb 10:24

24 And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works: (KJV)

Heb 12:1

1 Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us

lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us, (KJV)

Heb 12:1

1 Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us

lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us, (KJV)

Heb 12:28

28 Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which cannot be moved, let us have grace, whereby

we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear: (KJV)

Heb 13:13

13 Let us go forth therefore unto him without the camp, bearing his reproach. (KJV)

Heb 13:15

15 By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, the fruit of our lips giving thanks to his name. (KJV)

All the Old Testament Quotes in Hebrews

The following Old Testament Quotes in Hebrews have been drawn from so many sources, it is just not possible to give credit from the one(s) I relied upon the most. Just let me say thanks to all of the commentators who have a list similar to this one in their commentaries. About one third of the Old Testament Quotes are from the Psalms. The Author used The Old Testament, in some way, (either quoted it or referred to it) in the Book of Hebrews more than any other author in any other book in the New Testament.

Old Testament Book of Hebrews

1. Ps. 2:7 Heb. 1: 5a; 5:5

2. 2 Samuel 7:14 Heb. 1:5b

3. Dt. 32:34 Heb. 1:6b

4. Ps. 104:4 Heb. 1:7

5. Ps. 45:6-7 Heb. 1:8-9

6. Ps. 102:25-27 Heb. 1:10-12

7. Ps. 110:1 Heb. 1:13

8. Ps. 8:4-6 Heb. 2:6-8a

9. Ps. 22:22 Heb. 2:12

10. Is. 8:17 Heb. 2:13a

11. Is. 8:18 Heb. 2:13b

12. Nu. 12:7 Heb. 3:2,5

13. Ps. 95:7-11 Heb. 7-11

14. Gen. 2:2 Heb. 4:4

15. Ps. 110:4 Heb. 5:5; 7:17,21

16. Gen. 22:17 Heb. 6:14

17. Gen. 14:17-20 Heb. 7:1-2

18. Ex. 25:40 Heb. 8:5

19. Jer. 31:31-34 Heb. 8:8-12

20. Ex. 24:8 Heb. 9:20

21. Ps. 40:6-8 Heb. 10:5-7

22. Dt. 32:35a Heb. 10:30a

23. Dt. 32:36a; Ps. 135:14a Heb. 10:30b

24. Is. 26:20; Hab. 2:3-4 Heb. 10: 37-38

25. Gen. 21:12 Heb. 11:18

26. Pr. 3:11-12 Heb. 12:5-6

27. Ex. 19:12-13 Heb. 12:20

28. Dt. 9:19 Heb. 12:21

29. Hag. 2:6 Heb. 12:26

30. Dt. 31:6 Heb. 13:5

31. Ps. 118:6 Heb. 13:6
For the Author of Hebrews, all Old Testament Scripture was

written either by God himself or by the Holy Spirit

Study the following Scriptures carefully and see for yourself. Even when our Author knew that a known person, like David, wrote a Scripture, he still attributed the Scripture to God himself or to His agent, the Holy Spirit. 
Heb 1:5

5 For unto which of the angels said he at any time, Thou art my Son, this day have I

begotten thee? And again, I will be to him a Father, and he shall be to me a Son? (KJV)

Heb 1:6

6 And again, when he bringeth in the firstbegotten into the world, he saith, And let all the

angels of God worship him. (KJV)

Heb 1:7

7 And of the angels he saith, Who maketh his angels spirits, and his ministers a flame of

fire. (KJV)

Heb 1:8

8 But unto the Son he saith, Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever: a sceptre of

righteousness is the sceptre of thy kingdom. (KJV)

Heb 1:13

13 But to which of the angels said he at any time, Sit on my right hand, until I make thine

enemies thy footstool? (KJV)

Heb 2:12

12 Saying, I will declare thy name unto my brethren, in the midst of the church will I sing

praise unto thee. (KJV)

Heb 2:13

13 And again, I will put my trust in him. And again, Behold I and the children which God

hath given me. (KJV)

Heb 3:7

7 Wherefore (as the Holy Ghost saith, To day if ye will hear his voice, (KJV)

Heb 4:3

3 For we which have believed do enter into rest, as he said, As I have sworn in my wrath, if they shall enter into my rest: although the works were finished from the foundation of the world.(KJV)

Heb 5:5

5 So also Christ glorified not himself to be made an high priest; but he that said unto him,

Thou art my Son, to day have I begotten thee. (KJV)

Heb 5:6

6 As he saith also in another place, Thou art a priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec.

Heb 7:21

21 (For those priests were made without an oath; but this with an oath by him that said unto him, The Lord sware and will not repent, Thou art a priest for ever after the order of

Melchisedec:) (KJV)

Heb 8:8

8 For finding fault with them, he saith, Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, when I will

make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah: (KJV)

Heb 10:5

5 Wherefore when he cometh into the world, he saith, Sacrifice and offering thou wouldest

not, but a body hast thou prepared me: (KJV)

Hebrews10:15

15 Whereof the Holy Ghost also is a witness to us: for after that he had said before, (KJV)

Heb 10:17

17 And their sins and iniquities will I remember no more. (KJV)

Heb 13:5

5 Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be content with such things as ye

have: for he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee. (KJV)
